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Purpose of these documents 

 
Three briefing documents have been prepared to accompany the 
Document ‘Our Ocean Wealth – Seeking Your Views on New Ways; New 
Approaches; New Thinking’. These documents provide further background 
information to support the development of an Integrated Marine Plan for 
Ireland. Further information is available on www.ouroceanwealth.ie  
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1. IRELAND’S OCEAN RESOURCE  
1.1 Ireland’s National Interest in the Maritime Area   
Ireland is an island State, the sovereignty, security and economy of which are inextricably linked to 
the sea. Its geo-strategic location in the North-East Atlantic places Ireland and its maritime area at 
the centre of gravity of Integrated Maritime Policy for the region making it pivotal to the evolution 
and implementation of strategy in Europe.   

 
 
 
 

Ireland’s national maritime interests are inter-meshed with those of its neighbours in a variety of 
maritime sectoral areas including, inter alia, shipping and transport, seafood production, 
communications, maritime safety, security and defence, surveillance, offshore industry, hydrocarbon, 
mineral and resource exploitation, offshore renewables and so on.  
 
Taking our seabed area into account, Ireland is one of the largest EU states; with sovereign or 
exclusive rights over one of the largest sea to land ratios (10:1) of any EU State. The State of Ireland 
consists of 90,000 km2 of a land resource, and 900,000 km2 of a marine resource.  Our coastline of 
7,500km is longer than that of most European countries.  
 
Ireland’s maritime area:  
 contain some of the largest and most valuable sea fisheries resources in Europe;  
 possesses significant potential for oil and gas reserves;  
 is the western gateway for shipping to Europe’s busiest sea ports;  

Figure 1: Real Map of Ireland (courtesy of DCENR, GSI and the Marine Institute) 
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 is among one of the richest and most accessible ocean renewable energy (wave, tidal and wind) 
resources in the world;  

 possesses spectacular natural tourism opportunities;  
 offers the prospect of new enterprise activity arising from the development of a diverse genetic 

species resource for medical and industrial purposes; and 
 possesses a range of technology test-bed opportunities which can facilitate the development of 

innovative technologies, decision support and management tools for global marine markets.    
 
The figures provided for the value of the Irish Ocean 
Economy1 relate only to traded products and services. 
As such they make no or little allowance for natural 
resource use, ecosystem goods and services or the 
costs of environmental degradation. As a 
consequence, there is concern that national policy 
under values the marine resource which could lead to 
poorly planned unsustainable exploitation.  
 
Accordingly, increasing attention is now being focussed on the calculation of Total Economic 
Values (TEVs) which incorporate both market and non-market values and costs. Such an approach 
has been pioneered in the United States since the mid-1990s and is now being actively encouraged 
under new EU Directives and Policies such as the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the 
Maritime Spatial Planning initiative.  
 
A raft of European legislation reinforces the importance of the marine and natural environment by 
way of Directives, which seek to enhance environmental management and conservation practices. 
The development of a proactive and progressive approach to the implementation of these Directives 
will accelerate the sustainable use of our ocean resources.  
 
In 2008, an Irish Study “The Economic and Social Benefits of Biodiversity – Benefits and Costs of 
Biodiversity in Ireland” assessed the benefits of selected ecosystem services in the principal social 
and economic sectors including the marine.  It estimated the quayside fish catch to be worth €180m 
per year, aquaculture and the seaweed industry to be worth over €50m per year and a tentative 
value of the overall ecosystem services provided by biodiversity to freshwater resources at up to 
€385m per year.  While there are conservative estimates, the figures clearly show that healthy 
ecosystems are worth conserving for their economic value alone.   
 
In short, in a world where renewable and sustainable resources are becoming more and more 
crucial as the global population continues to grow, Ireland has on its shores a natural resource of 
enormous potential, both for itself, for Europe and the wider world. In Ireland’s case, that reality is 
of particular significance at a time of national fiscal crisis and where the onus is on harnessing 
every advantage in a practical, feasible and achievable manner as we work towards 
national recovery. 
 

1.2 The Changing Dynamic of the Marine Sector in Ireland 
The period 2003-2007 saw significant growth in the marine sector (a 34% increase in turnover, a 
6.5% rise in employment and a 40% rise in direct gross value added). These increases are likely to 
have been reversed by the current economic downturn (2008-2011). However in spite of the 
current recession, there is every reason to believe that improvements in the global economy will 
lead in turn to parallel improvements in the marine sector. Local (national), regional (European) and 

                                                 
1 Ireland’s Ocean Economy, SEMRU, NUI Galway 

Ireland’s Ocean Economy 2007 
Direct GVA:   €1.44 billion 
%GDP    1.2% GDP 
Turnover:   €3.4 billion 
Direct and indirect GVA:  €2.4 billion 
Employment:   17,000 FTE 
 



  
 

3 

international (Asia/China, South America) markets still have a significant demand for transport, food, 
tourism, energy, etc., and Irish companies have the ability to provide these goods and services.  
 
Ireland’s marine sector includes a broad range of enterprise activity. Firms in the largely indigenous 
marine sector have a strong enterprise culture. The sector includes firms in traditional markets such 
as seafood, shipping and tourism and firms in emerging areas of global importance – shipping finance 
and international services, renewable ocean energy, marine information and communications 
technology (ICT) and marine biotechnology, in which future market growth is forecast.  In recent 
years the identification of these new growth opportunities in marine has attracted significant 
indigenous enterprise and foreign direct investment (FDI) attention from ‘non marine’ firms. From 
an Irish perspective, the marine sector is proving to be of increasing interest to energy, financial 
services, ICT and systems integration companies with competencies relevant to current and future 
marine markets.   
  
The opportunity for Ireland lies in attracting global market share and to do this Irish firms (large and 
small) have to compete effectively. The goal of becoming internationally competitive stimulates the 
development and use of new technologies, services, products and knowledge.  Innovation is a key 
driver of improved economic performance; it enables the successful exploitation of new ideas and 
shapes the way firms operate. New knowledge, technology and innovation brings new opportunities 
to further develop marine sub-sectors. 
 
In order to develop Ireland’s maritime goods and services sustainably, contributing fully to growth 
and job creation, clear, integrated maritime policies, and streamlined and efficient regulatory 
decision-making are essential.    
 

1.3 Ireland’s Marine Ecosystem 
Ireland is situated on the western European shelf, on the fringe between the exposed deepwater of 
the Atlantic Ocean in the west and shallow waters of the Irish and Celtic Seas in the east and the 
south.  This unique location results in a dynamic and varied marine environment. Irish marine 
ecosystems stretch from the estuarine and coastal habitats across the shelf to the deep waters of 
the Rockall Trough and the abyssal plains. Offshore banks such as Rockall and Porcupine are isolated 
from the shelf by the deepwater Rockall Trough. The strong bathymetric features shape the varied 
habitats resulting in unique marine ecosystems.  
 
The circulation is primarily influenced by the Gulf stream system which transports warm water from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the north east Atlantic via the North Atlantic Current. When the warm water 
travels north and loses its heat on the way it sinks and merges with southbound colder currents, 
resulting in a conveyor belt system called the ‘Great Ocean Conveyor’2. This conveyor belt system 
helps to transport nutrients into Irish waters which in turn can enhance productivity and support 
rich ecosystems.  
 
The circulation in the shallow shelf seas is influenced by the ocean currents and by tides, wind and 
density differences of different water bodies. Where water bodies of different properties such as 
temperature or salinity meet, boundary conditions appear called “ocean fronts”. These are usually 
nutrient rich resulting in high productivity and rich marine life. The most important fronts in waters 
around Ireland are the Irish shelf front 3, the Celtic Sea front 4 and the Islay front 5.  

                                                 
2 OSPAR,2010. Quality Status Report 2010. OSPAR Commission. London.176pp. http://qsr2010.ospar.org 

3 McMahon, T., R. Raine, et al. (1995). "Some oceanographic features of northeastern Atlantic waters west of 
Ireland." ICES Journal of Marine Science 52(2): 221-232. 

4 Simpson, J. H. (1976). "A boundary front in the summer regime of the Celtic Sea." Estuar Coast Mar Sci 4(1): 71-
81. 
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Phytoplankton (plant plankton) are the main marine primary producer and are at the base of the 
marine food chain. They play a critical role in supporting marine ecosystems.  The productivity and 
diversity of phytoplankton is strongly influenced by temperature and the availability of nutrients and 
light. The composition of Irish phytoplankton is influenced by the complex water circulation pattern 
around Ireland and the presence of different water masses6. Most coastal species around Ireland can 
be classified as temperate species while the North Atlantic and shelf edge currents bring warm water 
species into Irish waters7. Diatoms and dinoflagellates are two of the most common groups of 
phytoplankton. Diatoms, tend to dominate the Irish inshore marine environments, while 
dinoflagellates are advect into coastal waters from offshore5.  Zooplankton (animal plankton) provide 
the link in the marine food web between the primary producers and higher trophic levels, such as 
fish, sea mammals and seabirds. Zooplankton species in waters around Ireland are dominated by 
copepods, which are important prey for many marine species at higher trophic levels6. The 
biogeographical boundary of cold water and warm water zooplankton species lies in the waters 
around Ireland8. Calanus helgolandicus a warm water copepod species is most abundant in the Celtic 
Sea, while C. finmarchicus a cold water species is found in highest abundance to the north of Ireland6.   
 
Due to their location, marine ecosystems around Ireland harbour productive and diverse fish 
communities, ranging from inshore to deepwater species. Overall, Irish fisheries surveys have 
recorded almost 400 fish and cephalopod species. The number of species per haul increases towards 
deeper waters with a maximum number of fish species recorded between 1000 and 1500 metres9.  
The waters around Ireland also provide important spawning and nursery grounds for fish stocks. The 
large pelagic stocks of blue whiting, mackerel and horse mackerel migrate annually in spring to the 
shelf edge, west of Ireland, to spawn10.  Resident demersal species have distinct spawning grounds to 
which they return during spawning season. Megrim and hake spawn to southwest of Ireland11&12, 
while cod, whiting, plaice and sole have important spawning grounds in the eastern Celtic Sea and 
the northern Irish Sea11&13. Herring return to inshore spawning grounds in the Celtic Sea, and the 
west and northwest of Ireland9. The shelf and coastal waters around Ireland are utilised by many fish 
species as nursery areas for their juveniles. Juveniles of the pelagic species mackerel, horse mackerel, 
blue whiting and herring are all found in high abundance to the south, west and north of Ireland 8&9. 
Important nursery areas for demersal fish stocks are found in the northern Irish Sea, in the Celtic 
Sea and north of Ireland14.   
 

                                                                                                                                                     
5 Hill, A. E. and J. H. Simpson (1989). "On the interaction of thermal and haline fronts: The Islay front revisited." 

Estuarine and Coastal Shelf Science 28(5): 495-505. 

6 O'Boyle, S. and J. Silke (2010). "A review of phytoplankton ecology in estuarine and coastal waters around 
Ireland." Journal of Plankton Research 32(1): 99-118. 

7 Nolan, G., Gillooly, M., Whelan, K. (Eds.) Irish Ocean Climate and Ecosystem Status Report Summary 2009. 
Marine Institute, 2010. 100pp. 

8 Beaugrand, G., Luczak, C. and Edwards, M. 2009: Rapid biogeographical plankton shifts in the North Atlantic 
Ocean. Global Change Biology. 15, p. 1790-803. 
9 Information from the Irish demersal and deepwater fisheries surveys. 
10 Petitgas, P. (Ed.) 2010. Life cycle spatial patterns of small pelagic fish in the Northeast Atlantic. ICES 
Cooperative Research Report No. 306. 93pp. 
11 Alvarez, P., Motos, L., Uriarte, A. and Egana, J. (2001). Spatial and temporal distribution of European hake, 
Merluccius merluccius (L.), eggs and larvae in relation to hydrographical conditions in the Bay of Biscay. Fisheries 
Research 50(1-2), p 111-128. 
12 Dransfeld, L., Dwane, O., McCarney, C., Kelly, C.J., Danilowicz, B.S., Fives, J.M. (2004). Larval distribution of 
commercial fish species in waters around Ireland, Irish Fisheries Investigations, 13:39pp. Marine Institute. 
13 Fox, C. J., Dickey-Collas, M. and Winpenny, A. J. (1997) Spring plankton surveys of the Irish Sea in 1995: The 

distribution of fish eggs and larvae. The Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, Science 
Series Technical Report, No. 104, 106 pp. 

14 Nolan, C., Connolly, P., Kelly, E., Dransfeld, L., Slattery, N., Paramor, O.A.L., and Frid, C.L.J. (2011): MEFEPO 
North Western Waters Atlas 2nd Edition. Marine Institute. ISBN 978-1-902895-49-9 
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There are a high number of cetaceans either resident or migrating through Irish waters. To-date, 24 
cetaceans species have been recorded in Irish waters and the high number of species has been 
attributed to several factors, such as productive waters providing sufficient prey, water temperatures 
and the complex bathymetry that surrounds Ireland13.  Two resident seal species, the grey seal and 
the harbour seal have important breeding colonies along the Irish coastline in particular in the 
southwest, west and east of Ireland13. The seas around Ireland also support important colonies of 
breeding and non-breeding sea birds, while many migrating sea birds use the offshore waters as 
feeding grounds15.  
 
There are a number of sensitive habitats in the coastal, shelf and deepwater areas around Ireland 
that merit protection. Cold water corals such as Lophelia pertusa are slow growing and fragile, yet 
they create biologically rich and diverse marine habitats. Because they are easily impacted by fishing 
gear, their protection is a priority for regional sea conventions such as OSPAR16. Several offshore 
special areas of conservation (SACs) have been designated by Ireland to protect cold water corals 
along the Porcupine Bank and the south west of Ireland. Large areas on the Rockall Bank have also 
been closed to fishing in order to protect corals and deepwater sponges17. In the inshore area, 
sensitive habitats such as Maërl beds have been protected. In addition, an extensive network of 
marine protected areas have been designated to conserve typical marine habitats as listed under the 
European Habitats Directive and  areas of special importance to marine and coastal birds  as 
required under the EU birds directive. Over 90 coastal and marine sites have been designated for 
these two directives so far16. 
 
Ireland’s marine conservation policy is strongly influenced by the European Union and international 
conventions such as the OSPAR Convention.  The EU Biodiversity Strategy also includes a Target 
Area on ensuring the sustainable use of fisheries resources, outlining the importance of improving 
the management of fished stocks and the elimination of adverse impacts on fish stocks, species, 
habitats and ecosystems. Sea fishing in Ireland is mainly regulated through national measures under 
the direction of the EU Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). 
 

1.4 Overview of Environmental Legislation 
EU Environmental Directives 
There is a range of legislative requirements that must be adhered to when planning and permitting 
maritime activities. The origins of these requirements have their roots in a combination of national, 
EU and international legislation, agreements and policies. 
 
Ireland’s record on the transposition of EU legislation relating to the marine environment is good. 
However, implementation, particularly in relation to environmental EU legislation has proved to be 
challenging. This is reflected in a number of judgments against the state by the European Court of 
Justice 
 
A summary of the relevant environmental legislation is shown in Appendix I. The following provides 
a list of the key legislative instruments and Departmental responsibility: 
 

                                                 
15 Mackey, M. and Gimenez, D.P., 2004. SEA 6,7, 8 Data Report for Offshore Seabird Populations. Report of the 
Coastal and Marine Resources Centre, University College Cork, to the UK Department of Trade and Industry. 
http://www.offshore-sea.org.uk/consultations/SEA678/SEA678_Seabirds.pdf 
16 See OSPAR.org for list of protected species and habitats 
17 See National Parks and Wildlife webpage for further information on Irish designated SACs and SPAs: 

http://www.npws.ie/protectedsites 
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EU Legislation Departmental 

Responsibility  
Water Framework Directive (2000) DECLG 
Birds Directive (1979 and 2009) DAHG 
Habitats Directive (1992) DAHG 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2008) DECLG 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (1985 and 1997) DECLG 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001) DECLG 
Data Collection Framework for the Common Fisheries Policy (2008) DAFM 
Shellfish Waters Directive (2006) DECLG 
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2. MARINE GOVERNANCE AND POLICY CONTEXT 
2.1 Governance & Institutional Arrangements 
Responsibility for marine activities is spread across a number of government departments and 
agencies, depending on their functions (as highlighted in the diagram below). 
 

 

 
DAFM: Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine  EPA : Environmental Protection Agency MI : Marine Institute 
DCENR: Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources EI : Enterprise Ireland NMCI : National Maritime College of Ireland 
DAHG: Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht  FSAI : Food Safely Authority of Ireland SFI: Science Foundation Ireland 
DECLG: Department for the Environment, Community and Local 
Government 

HEIs : Higher Education Institutions SFPA: Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 

DTTS: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport HEA: Higher Education Authority SEAI: Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
DD: Department of Defence HRB: Health Research Board UnaG: Údarás na Gaeltachta 

GSI: Geological Survey of Ireland 
CER: Commission for Energy Regulation IFI :Inland Fisheries Ireland  
BIM : Bord Iascaigh Mhara IDA: Industrial Development Authority  

 
 

Figure 2: Current government responsibilities for the marine sector (courtesy of the Marine Institute) 
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In recognition of the broad scope of the sector and the need for better co-ordination, the 
Government established in 2009 the Inter-Departmental Marine Co-ordination Group 
(MCG), chaired by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine and hosted by the Department of 
the Taoiseach. The Inter-Departmental MCG provides a strategic high-level, cross-government 
mechanism to address key challenges and opportunities related to the development of the marine 
sector. It also facilitates national responses to EU initiatives such as those evolving from the Europe 
2020 Strategy and the Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union. Significant advancements 
have been made in some key areas to-date as a result of collaboration on cross-government delivery 
of marine services. 
 

2.2 National Policy Context 
The National Reform Programme for Ireland18 is the Government’s response to the Europe 
2020 Strategy).  It sets out Ireland’s approach to achieving the overall goal of the Europe 2020 
Strategy—smart, sustainable and inclusive growth—whilst seeking to address the longer term 
economic, social and environmental challenges facing the EU and Member States; including climate 
change, food and energy security, sustainable and efficient use of resources, health and an ageing 
population.   
  
An integrated marine plan needs to identify those marine sectors that can provide new and/or retain 
employment and stimulate growth in the short, medium and longer term, taking into account and 
building on a number of existing national and sectoral strategies and policies. These 
strategies and policies will provide the context for the objectives set in an integrated marine plan, 
which will identify i) the synergies between polices, strategies and plans, which, if harnessed, can 
accelerate growth and development; and ii) gaps or blockages that require co-ordinated action to 
realise potential.  
 
Table 1: National Policies and Sectoral Strategies 

Enterprise Policy 
Making it Happen (Forfás, 2010) 
Horizon 2020 (IDA, 2010) 
Trading & Investing in a Smart Economy (Dept. Enterprise, Trade & Innovation, 2010) 
Report of the Innovation Task Force (Dept. of An Taoiseach, 2010) 

Sectoral Policies / Strategies 
Maritime Transport  Ports Policy Statement 2005 (Dept. Transport, Tourism & Sport)  

McCarthy Report: Review of State Assets 
Marine Tourism & Leisure  Marine Tourism and Leisure Development Strategy 2007-2013 (Marine 

Institute) 
Tourism Product Development Strategy 2007-2013 (Fáilte Ireland, 2007) 
Marine and Coastal Tourism Plan (Unpublished report, Fáilte Ireland, 2011) 
Tourism Renewal Group: New Horizons for Tourism (2009) 
New Directions for Tourism in the West (Irish Tourist Industry 
Confederation (ITIC), 2011) 

Seafood Food Harvest 2020 (Dept. Agriculture, Food and Marine, 2010) 
Oil & Gas  2011 Atlantic Margin Licensing Round  

National Geoscience Programme 2007-2013: Putting our Knowledge of the 
Earth to Work for Ireland  

Renewable Ocean Energy  Draft Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (2010) 
National Renewable Energy Action Plan (Dept. Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources, 2010) 

Marine ICT-SmartOcean SmartOcean Strategy: Harnessing Ireland’s potential as a European and 
Global Centre for Ocean Technologies (Marine Institute, 2010) 

Marine Biotech & 
Bioproducts  

Food Harvest 2020 (Dept. Agriculture, Food and Marine, 2010) 
 

                                                 
18 http://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publications/Publications_2011/National_Reform_Programme.html 
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Cross-Cutting/Enabling 
Research & Innovation  Strategy for Science, Technology & Innovation 2006-2013 (Dept. 

Enterprise, Trade & Employment, 2006)  
Sea Change: A Marine Knowledge, Research and Innovation Strategy for 
Ireland 2007-2013 (Marine Institute, 2007) 
Food Research Ireland (Dept. Agriculture, Food & Marine, 2011) 

Environment and  
Climate Change 

Making Ireland's Development Sustainable (2002) 
Developing the Green Economy in Ireland (Report of the High-Level 
Group on Green Enterprise, 2009) 
National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 (Dept of Environment, 
Community and Local Government) 
National Biodiversity Plan 2011-2016 

Seabed Mapping INFOMAR-INtegrated mapping FOr the sustainable development of 
Ireland’s Marine Resource (2006) 

 

2.3 European Policy Context 
Ireland, with one of the largest EU seabed territories in the North Atlantic, has made significant 
contributions to the evolution and development of European Union policies and strategies on the 
seas and oceans, including the Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union (2007)19. 
 
In a European Union context, the Europe 2020 Strategy (2010-2020)20 is the main EU strategy 
supporting the revival of Europe’s economy. It focuses on "smart, sustainable and inclusive growth". 
Europe 2020 sets out five ambitious objectives - on employment, innovation, education, social 
inclusion and climate/energy - to be reached by 2020. Each Member State must identify and adopt its 
own national targets in each of these areas.  
 
Implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy is supported by seven major flagship initiatives. Of 
these, two are of particular relevance to the national efforts to drive sustainable economic growth 
from our marine resources:  

 The Innovation Union (2010)21 aims to ensure that innovative ideas can be turned into 
products and services that create growth and jobs. 

 
 The Resource Efficient Europe (2010)22 initiative supports the shift towards a resource-

efficient, low-carbon economy to achieve sustainable growth.  
 
The remaining five initiatives relate to the digital agenda, youth, industrial policy, new skills and jobs 
and poverty.    
 
2.3.1 Ireland’s National Reform Programme presents a response to the Europe 2020 

Strategy. 
 
The Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union (IMP-EU, 2007) is the Union’s 
main strategy for the development of the marine/maritime economy. It recognises that Europe’s 
maritime spaces and its extensive coastlines are central to its economy, well-being and prosperity—
they are Europe’s trade routes, climate regulator, source of food, energy resources and a favoured 
site for its citizen’s residence and recreation.   

                                                 
19 http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs 
20 http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm 
21 http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm 
22 http://ec.europa.eu/resource-efficient-europe/index_en.htm 
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The IMP-EU: 

i. proposes integrated actions in all relevant policy areas related to the seas, including 
transport; environment; renewable ocean energy; enterprise, employment and research; 
fisheries; and external relations; and 

ii. identifies three key cross-sectoral tools to underpin implementation: 
 Maritime Spatial Planning; 
 Integrated Maritime Surveillance; 
 Marine Knowledge.  

 
Further information on the IMP-EU and EU Marine policy is provided in Part III of these briefing 
documents. 
 
European Environmental Legislation provides the framework within which sustainable 
development of our marine resources is managed.  A number of Directives—notably the Birds; 
Habitats; Water Framework; and Marine Strategy Framework Directives constitute significant 
compliance obligations. Compliance with this legislation can be seen as a key enabler to sectoral 
development and outlines how this may be used to competitive advantage. 
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APPENDIX: SUMMARY OF RELEVANT ENVIRONMENTAL OBLIGATIONS / 
LEGISLATION 

 
EU 
Directive/ 
National 
Legislation 

Departmental 
Responsibility 

Summary of intention of legislation 

Water 
Framework 
Directive 

Department of 
the Environment, 
Community and 
Local Government 

The WFD (2000/60/EC) commits member states to achieve good qualitative and quantitative status of all water bodies (including transitional and 
coastal waters) by 2015.  

The directive defines 'surface water status' as the general expression of the status of a body of surface water, determined by the poorer of its 
ecological status and its chemical status. Thus, to achieve 'good surface water status' both the ecological status and the chemical status of a 
surface water body need to be at least 'good'. Ecological status refers to the quality of the structure and functioning of aquatic ecosystems of the 
surface waters and is defined locally as being lower than a theoretical reference point of pristine conditions, i.e. in the absence of anthropogenic 
influence. 

The Directive requires the production of a number of key documents, e.g River Basin Management Plans in six year monitoring cycles.  

Birds 
Directive 

 

And 

 

Habitats 
Directive 

Department of 
Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht 

The Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) effectively replaces Council Directive 79/409/EEC  Both Directives aims to protect all European wild birds and 
the habitats of listed species, in particular through the designation of Special Protection Areas (often known by the acronym SPA). The Birds 
Directive is one of the EU's two directives in relation to wildlife and nature conservation, the other being the Habitats Directive. 

The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) was adopted in 1992 as an EU response to the Berne Convention. It is one of the EU's two directives in 
relation to wildlife and nature conservation, the other being the Birds Directive. 

It aims to protect some 220 habitats and approximately 1,000 species listed in the directive's Annexes. Annex I covers habitats, Annex II species 
requiring designation of Special Areas of Conservation, Annex IV species in need of strict protection, and Annex V species whose taking from the 
wild can be restricted by European law. These are species and habitats which are considered to be of European interest, following criteria given in 
the directive. 

The directive led to the setting up of a network of Special Areas of Conservation, which together with the existing Special Protection Areas form a 



  
 

12 

EU 
Directive/ 
National 
Legislation 

Departmental 
Responsibility 

Summary of intention of legislation 

network of protected sites across the European Union called Natura 2000. Article 17 of the directive requires EU Member States to report on the 
state of their protected areas every six years. The first complete set of country data was reported in 2007. 

Marine 
Strategy 
Framework 
Directive 

Department of 
the Environment, 
Community and 
Local Government 

The MSFD (2008/56/EC) establishes a common framework and objectives for the protection and conservation of the marine environment. In 
order to achieve these common objectives, Member States have to evaluate requirements in the marine areas for which they are responsible 
against 14 Environmental Descriptors. They will then have to draw up and implement coherent management plans in each region, and then 
monitor their application. 

Environmen
tal Impact 
Assessment 
Directive 

Department of 
the Environment, 
Community and 
Local Government 

The EIA Directive 85/337/EEC , as amended by Directive 97/11/EC requires that an environmental assessment to be carried out by the 
competent national authority for certain projects which are likely to have significant effects on the environment by virtue, inter alia, of their 
nature, size or location, before development consent is given. The projects may be proposed by a public or private person.  

An assessment which includes the submission of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) by the developer is obligatory for certain projects 
(those listed in Annex I of the Directive), which are considered as having significant effects on the environment. Other projects, (listed in Annex II 
of the Directive), are not automatically subject to full assessment  Member States can decide to subject them to an environmental impact 
assessment on a case‐by‐case basis or according to thresholds or criteria (for example size), location (sensitive ecological areas in particular) and 
potential impact (surface affected, duration). The process of determining whether an environmental impact assessment is required for a project 

listed in Annex II is called screening. 
Strategic 
Environmen
tal 
Assessment 
Directive 

Department of 
the Environment, 
Community and 
Local Government 

The  SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) requires an evaluation all those plans and programmes which can produce environmental effects. Such 
assessments must be made on all plans and programmes in the areas of "agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste 
management, water management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use". The directive is applied in parallel to 
the Environmental Assessment Directive with consideration been given to hierarchies of plans in order to avoid duplicate assessment. 

Data 
Collection 
Framework 
(DCF) for 
the 
Common 
Fisheries 
Policy (CFP) 

Department of 
Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine 

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 665/2008 of the 14 July 2008 establishes the Data Collection Framework (DCF), a Community framework for the 
collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector and support for scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). 
Under this regulation the European Commission requires Member States to collect data on Biological and Economic aspects of many European 
fisheries and related fisheries sectors. 

 

Wildlife Act  Department of 
Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht 

The Wildlife Act, 1976, is the principal national legislation providing for the protection of wildlife and the control of some activities that may 
adversely affect wildlife. The aims of the Act, are to provide for the protection and conservation of wild fauna and flora, to conserve a 
representative sample of important ecosystems, to provide for the development and protection of game resources and to regulate their 
exploitation, and to provide the services necessary to accomplish such aims. Under the Act, the Minister responsible for nature conservation may 
afford protection to all wild species of fauna and flora. 

The Wildlife Amendment Act, 2000, broadened the administrative mechanisms available to the Minister in terms of enforcement and penalties. It 
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EU 
Directive/ 
National 
Legislation 

Departmental 
Responsibility 

Summary of intention of legislation 

also provided a mechanism to provide statutory protection to Natural Heritage Areas and extended the scope of the act to include most species, 
including the majority of fish and aquatic invertebrate species which were excluded from the 1976 Act;  
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GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS / TERMS 
 
DAFM Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

DAHG Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

DECLG Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 

FDI Foreign Direct Investment 

FTE Full Time Equivalents 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

GVA Gross Value Added 

ICT Information and Communications Technology 

MCG Inter-Departmental Marine Co-ordination Group 

SACs Special Areas of Conservation 

TEVs Total Economic Values 
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